BLASTERS?

Comparison: Honda CR480, Husgvarna 500CR,
Kawasaki KX500, KTM MC495, Maico 490 Spider,
Suzuki RM500, Yamaha YZ490
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power battleground. Every season,
: each manufacturer tried to eke out
a little more peak horsepower than its
competition, because horsepower
seemed to be the ticket to victory circle.
The big bikes weren't really all that big—it
took several years before many went
past the imaginary 400cc barrier. Maybe
because the early 360s, 370s, and 400s
tended to be so explosive in their power
delivery, nobody felt the need for larger
and more frightening engines. And in-

The open class used to be a horse-
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deed, bigger, more vicious engines
would have caused nothing but problems
with those earlier chassis. What was
needed and what we have today is larg-
er, more docile engines. Smooth power-
bands with strong bottom-end power

~make life easier for novices and help to

hide a pro's occasional mistakes. The
new big engines are not only far more
manageable than their old smaller coun-
terparts, they also make much more peak
power. Even if the older bikes could have
been tuned to deliver the close to 50

horsepower of today’s machines, their
sudden power delivery would have made.
that power more of a hindrance than a
help. With the cushy power of the modern
open-classer, you can sneak up on the
horsepower peak gradually, using as
much or as little as you like.

Now that all the manufacturers are
building machines that are at or near the
500cc-class displacement limit, engine
performance is so similar from bike to
bike that research and development
money is being spent in different areas.
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