1982 MAICO490ALPHA 1

JAWS IlI?

Just when you thought it was safe
to go back in the Open Class

By the Staff of Dirt Bike

he Shark is here! A single-toothed

shark, at that. You’ve heard the ru-
mors of a single-shock Maico for 1982
and it’s true. When the works riders ap-
peared with single-shock bikes during
the GP season, long-time Maico watch-
ers knew the production version could
not be far behind. Maico invariably
brings out what their race team uses
after its proven.

We got our hands on the very first
pre-production bike available. Of
course, some minor changes will be
made in the actual production line ver-
sions, but, basically, what you see here
is what you get. Surprisingly, the link-
age differs from what the Maico team
ran here at the USGP.

The new system, dubbed an Alpha
1, is similar to the Honda Pro-Link
setup, but is simpler and sturdier. The
top of the shock is fixed and has no
links or arms attached. At the bottom,
a massive aluminum rocker is situated
way down low under the swingarm.
The shock is well forward in the chas-
sisand angled forward a bit.

Now, here’s the wild part! The sus-
pension lever ratio is the most radical
we’ve ever seen. Check this out: when
the rear wheel is moved one inch, the
shock only compresses an eighth of an
inch. That gives the Shark an 8 to 1 ini-
tial SLR. By the time the bottom of the
stroke is reached, the SLR is changed
to a modest 2.2 to 1. Outrageous!
What a variation of loads!

THE SPRING THAT ATE
CINCINNATI

In order to get the job done, the
stoutest spring everis fitted around the
Corte and Cosso shock. The rate is...
get this...725 pounds per inch.
Enough to do the job, with some
change to spare. A Honda Pro-Link
spring, by comparison, starts out at
right around 500 pounds.

To keep everything where it should
be, huge gussets are welded to the bot-
tom of the swingarm and the frame
rails. These look plenty beety but do
add weight to the bike. In fact, the Mai-
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co has picked up ten pounds over last
year’s machine. The 1981 bike weighed
227.7 pounds, with nary a drop of oil
or gas. Our Official Dirt Bike Scales,
which are periodically checked for ac-
curacy by highly trained NASA gar-
deners, showed 237 pounds, even.
Well, soit’s only 9.3 pounds. Don’t nit-
pick. This puts it right in the ballpark
with the other open class bikes around.
There are no longer any ‘‘light’’ open
bikes. Sad fact...buttrue.

OTHER OBVIOUS CHANGES

EVEN A FOOL COULD SEE

A glance at the rear wheel shows
that Maico has finally succumbed to
the full floating rear brake syndrome.
We truly hope that they go back to the
1981 rear arrangement. It was smooth,
predictable and didn’t chatter a bit.
The new floating unit offers night-
mares of 1975 Yamaha trigger-action
lockups. And, no doubt, itadds weight
to the bike. Possibly as much as two or
three pounds.

The brake pedal no longer actuates
directly over the swingarm pivot...
where it should. Instead, it’s nearly an
inch above. Some pulsing can be felt
when braking, too. All things con-
sidered, it’s a thoroughly depressing
unit. Fortunately, the 1981 backing
plate can be put on, should the factory
chooseto stay with this mistake.

Striking new graphics jazz up what
is basically the same 1981 plastic. The
entire rear section has been changed.
And, up front, a reservoir hangs on a
frame downtube. A new gas cap rides
on the gas tank. This one comes off
easy. No need to carry a set of chan-
nel locks around just to remove the gas
cap.

The same massive 40mm Bing carb
is mounted this year, but its on a new,
angled manifold that leads to a great
air box. This is probably the most sen-
sible single-shock wrap-around air box
made. Suzuki should definitely take
note of how Maico cleverly used the
space.

That long swingarm sure looks bare
without a pair of shocks wedged in
there. It lends the bike a very lean and
light look though.

With the tank off, you can spot the
new and stronger backbone of the
frame. Actually, a version of this ap-
peared later in the 1981 model year,
but many riders never noticed it. Be-
ing heavily boxed in, it’s stronger than

Steve Banning felt that the new 490 had a whole lot more mid-range power than his
1981 bike, with no loss at the low or upper range.









