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Maico team, replace the front rim andre- T e S T : =
lace the wheels with stronger spokes.

If the Maico has a major disadvantage it
isweight. It tips the scales at close to 250
pounds. Lots of lightweight parts are avail-
able to make it lighter, but Maico’s concern
for strength overrode its interest in weight.
KTM BITS AND PIECES

White is a bold experiment for America,
and KTM has pulled it off. The plastic holds
up well, and the numberplate rear fender
helps keep things looking sleek.

Although the plastic is sleek, the pipe
isn't. It bulges out beyond the shape of the
tank and fries the rider’s left leg.

The complete rear end of the KTM un-
bolts to provide easy access to the shock
and swingarm. The linkage system con-
nected to the shock is very complex. It has
more moving parts than any other system.
These pieces must be greased at regular in-
tervals to keep things working smoothly .
HUSQVARNA BITS AND PIECES

Husky's new primary kickstart motor
steps into the eighties, and along with the
new cases comes a beefed-up clutch basket
and reinforced cases. The reed-valved
motor (KTM is also reed-valved) uses a
Mikuni carb, which adds points to the
Husky side. Maico and KTM use Bings,
which aren't as easily jetted, modified or
R&Ded in Mikuni-crazy America.

Husky uses an aluminum gas tank, which
gives the bike real European flavor.

We have learned to watch the shock bolts
on the Husgvarna out-board swingarm
mounts. They have a definite tendency to
jump off, sending a shock adrift.

THE VERDICT, MR. FOREMAN

Husgvarna is the best 500cc European
motocross bike. It has the best out-of-the-
crate suspension, handles well on most
tracks and excellently on rough and tough
terrain, makes smooth power (although not
the most) and brings together all the little
details very well.

Maicois a close second, thanks toits
great motor. The Maico’s easy-to-use
power and quick handling make it a better
bike for lots of riders at many tracks. On a
power-versus-power showdowr:, the Maico
has more power and uses it better, but
Husky cleans up in suspension, ties in
handling, and generally does the job
better.

KTM made the most horsepower, but it
was so awesome that few riders could
handle it. Handling on the white bike was
good but hampered by mediocre suspen-
sion and a few niggling problems.
CONCLUSION

European 500s have character, and the
best bike for you isn't necessarily the fast-
est, best handling or best suspended. It de-
pends on personal tastes, individual needs
and track demands. A good local dealer
can make the slowest bike the best buy,
while a particular riding style could negate
the benefits of the fastest bike. Euro 500s
are at the top of the field. []
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