Val gets some air overa combo turn/jump.

the lightest big bike on the market by a
long shot.

The Maico retains a five speed gear-
box with sensible spacing. A 14-tooth
countershaft rides up front and a 56
rear sprocket does the rear. With stock
gearing, the 490 is good for 78 to 80
mph. With a 15 counter and a 52 rear,
90 can be approached.

While all of the plastic is of good
quality, the tank is still coated with red
paint for some mysterious reason.
When the red wears, the white primer
underneath detracts from the appear-
ance of an otherwise handsome ma-
chine. We understand that Maico
paints their plastic to make the bikes
look good on the showroom floors.
This doesn’t pay off in the field, how-
ever.

There are no fork boots on the big
legs, but apparently, none are needed.
We encountered no weeping or leak-
age of any sort. Very little break-in
time was required on the forks. Seal
drag was virtually non-existent.

The Verdict

Not much question about it; the
mega 2 490 Maico is the finest, fastest,
best handling open class motocrosser
we’ve ever ridden, to date. We haven’t
tested an ’81 YZ465 yet, but a peak at
the spec sheets shows that the 1981
bike hovers near the 240-pound mark.
That’s close to a twenty-pound load.

Still, there are plenty of new open
bikes coming out this year. The all new
431 Honda, the 495 KTM, the RM465
Floater, a revised KX and a bigger
Husky. Rarely have we ever seen so
much activity with the big iron at one
period of time.

While we won’t prejudge, it’s hard
to see how any of the new big bikes can
put it all together like the 1981 Maico
490. We’ll test the rest of the field as
they emerge.

But, for now . . .
King! []

all hail the new

g Get ready for winter biking NOW, order ICE-GETTERS ",

i the tire screw designed for knobbies. Everything

\ else being equal, you should smoke your competition.
Sizes Available

Length Price

7/16” $11.99 per thousand

112" 12.49 per thousand
9/16" 12.99 per thousand

3/4" 13.69 per thousand
s o 17.49 per thousand

Plus $2.25 per thousand frei_tr;hl.
ax

Indiana Residents add 4%
Canadian Customers - Please add $4.25 per thousand
for freight and include exchange or make postal
money orders in U.S. dollars.

Fits standard /2" hex head driver, also
available @ $3.00 each. Allow 4 to 6 weeks
: for delivery.
Send check, money order, Visa or
Mastercharge card no., expiration date,
name and address.

ICE-GETTERS @ M.D.J., INC.

319 N. Chestnut ® P.O. Box 201
Osceola, IN 46561 @ (219) 674-9283

No collect calls, please.

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

1981 DIRT BIKE CALENDAR

This all new, beautifully designed calendar features
never before published color photos of DeCoster,
Hannah, Bell, Barnett and many more. Order yours
today!

Make check or money order payable to: Dirt Bike Calendar,
Box 317, Encino, California91316

Name.

Address

City/State/Zip

(Please enclose $2 plus 50 cents postage and handling for each
copy ordered. Canada add $1 and all other foreign add $1.50
postage and handling for each copy ordered. All items will be
shipped by surface mail. U.S. funds please.)

DBe1e1

RM PARTS MANUAL: Every RM owner should have
one of these valuable parts manuals. Enlarged
pictures of each system, such as transmission,
crank, clutch assembly, etc.

SUZUKI .

PARTS

WAREHOUSE

ORDER DIRECT
- & SAVEN

From Midwest Action Cycle's gi-
gantic inventory of genuine SUZUKI
factory parts. “We've got them all”
in stock ready to ship to you. No
minimum purchases. We offerthe
lowest prices and the fastest
service.

TO ORDER CALL 312/438-6300 WE sHIP UPS & COD

A must for rebuilding your cycle and replacing
worn parts. Describes each part and part num-
ber for easy ordering

Give year and model . . . . . ...$6.95

CLYMER SERVICE MANUAL RM SERIES 1975 to
1979 194 pages of photos, drawings, charts, in-
\ formation on how to service, repair and main-
\ tainyour RM. Eleven chapters covering every-
4 \\ thing from troubleshooting to hi-performance
_—=mod’s. Sections on racing tips and cylinder

W blueprint specifications . . ... ... §

VISA OR MASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED

RT. 12 « BOX 163
LAKE ZURICH, ILL. 60047

MIDWEST ACTION CYCLE

JANUARY 1981/DIRT BIKE 35



