


RACE TEST

[J Not every experienced racer on the
track has the wherewithal to appreciate the
subtleties and sophistication of today’s hy-
perquazar motocrossers. But, even adeaf,
dumb and blind albino midget from Lap-
land can experience a Maico 490 mega 2!
Maico builds the best Open Class moto-
cross bikes in the world. Last year’s Maico
450 was the best in its class; the only thing
better than last year’s 450 is this year’s 490.

Maico sells the most expensive mass pro-
duction motocrossers on the market, but
they only build motocrossers! There isno
drivel about the mega 2 being a fine trail
bike, hot-to-trot fireroader or blazing des-
ert sled. The Germans built the mega 2 for
one thing—motocross.

Reputations are made through the years
by word of mouth, back slapping, out-of-
the-wallet experience and cult-oriented af-
icionados. Inthe old days, CZ riders were a
tight knit, loyal group of crazies. The old
days aren't gone. The boys have just
switched to Maicos.

The early Maicos were temperamental,
slightly unreliable things of beauty. Now,
Maico is stone reliable and all dressed up
with new duds. A lot of the cobby Werks
shop appearance of the old days is dimin-
ished by the plastic flash, but none of the
performance has been tarnished.

A privateer on a shoestring might not be
able to afford the base price of almost $2700,
but when motocross stardom is riding in the
balance, can he afford not to have the best?
ANEW PACKAGE

Maico changed almost every piece on
the new mega 2. They didn't have to, be-
cause they were on top, but the changes
they made were spot-on. The big changes
for Maico regulars is the new frame, seat,
bars and footpeg proportioning. The 1980
Maico 450 was shaped like a banana.
Riders snuggled down inside the 1980 Mai-
co, and many old-time Maico shoes could
not adjust to the ape-hanger feeling. 1981
has a new frame and seat that feels more
like the earlier models. Maico lowered the
steering head, raised the pegs, flattened
the seat and redesigned the gas tank.
Getting up front in the turns and over the
back of the jumps is now easier and more
natural.

Handling is better than last year, be-
cause the swingarm has been lengthened a
healthy two inches! There is less tendency
to wheelie out of corners on the 490 and a
smoother, better tracking chassis. Keeping

amotor as powerful as the 490 Maico hooked |

into terra firma requires spot-on geometry,
and the Maico hasit.
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ISITFAST?

Maicodidn't do everything right in 1981,
and we'll voice our complaints soon
enough, but in the power department, they
get a gold star. We have ridden hopped-up
open bikes with more power, but they were
scary. Maico puts their awesome ponies
into the ground with the broadest, smooth-
est, most flexible tree stump puller ever sold.

When the 490 is hooked up and pulling,
which is from dead bottom all the way toa
decent top, there is a lovely moaning sound
that keeps spectators on the side of the
track ogling. Four-stroke-type power is
about as close of a comparison as the
86.5mm by 83mm bore and stroke, piston
port, two-stroke 488cc motor can get. Jun-
iors can loll about on the 490 in the bottom
edges of the powerband and still turn the
fastest laps of their lives, while professional
riders have so much of a good thing that
they can't believe it. No one will beat a
mega 2 to the first turn.

Maico's story for 1981 is power, but not
the arm dislocating, wheelie bar, wide-
eyed and white-knuckle power. There is so
much earth shaking horsepower on tap that
it can be dialed in for mild or wild. Either
way, it is the best open class engine ever
made.

SUREBUT...

It looks good, runs great and handles
perfectly. Doesn't that about cover every-
thing? No. Problems are a way of life in
motocross racing, and the mega 2 has a
few. The suspension is an area that needs

A Motor and a Half

some work, especially the forks. Last year's
forks were better than this year’s, and the
explanation lies in the fact that Maico
changed the frame and conversely modi-
fied the forks to fit the newspecs. Settings
that worked last year didn't work this year.

The major problem was an overabun-
dance of compression damping. Front fork
damping was so extreme that hard bumps
and big jumps would twist the front end
over to one side. The culprit was aformof a
hydraulic lock that abruptly slammed the
forks to a stop before they traveled their full

12inches. Our quick fix was torun light
viscosity fork oil and relatively high air
pressure. The 1981 forks hold 535cc of oil
this year, compared to 570cc’s last year.
The real solution is to send the forks to
Wheelsmith Motorcycles in Fountain
Valley, California for damper rod modifi-
cation.

Last year, the Corte Cossa rear shocks
were way too soft. So soft that the bike was
almost unrideable at racing speeds. We
switched our 450 over to Fox Factory Shox
with extremely stiff primary springs (203
pounds) and put a series of mechanical
stops on the secondary spring to move the
crossover point up on the dual-spring
shocks. This year, the new Corte Cossa
piggyback shocks were too stiff.

Corte Cossa’s shocks are decent units
and don't require replacement, but the
spring rate isdifficult todial in. The reason
that the spring rate is so touchy is because
of the extreme leverage ratio of the Maico
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good power.

King of the hill? Maico’s new 490 puts out all the power that is advertised, and itis all






